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Multilayered pipes are widely used in many engineering settings. Using guided wave is one of the most efficient
techniques to inspect them. To inspect multilayered pipes using guided waves, it is of paramount importance to
investigate the excitation and propagation of the guided wave within them. In this study, the solution of the
elastodynamic response of the finite and infinite multilayered pipes to axisymmetric torsional body and surface
forces is derived by the eigenfunction expansion method (EEM), based on which the excitation and propagation
of each torsional mode can be quantitatively investigated. As an example of the application of the theory pre-
sented here, the transient torsional waves propagating in an Al-Cu bi-layered pipe is numerically studied. The
numerically evaluated analytic solution agrees very well with that obtained using the finite element method

(FEM).

1. Introduction

Multilayered pipes play an important role in many engineering set-
tings [1-3]. For example, sandwich pipes are commonplace in deep
subsea pipelines for oil and gas to meet demands for thermal insulation
and mechanical integrity [4,5]. Coated pipes are commonplace in the
petrochemical and aerospace industries [6]. There are numerous de-
mands on nondestructive evaluation (NDE) to detect defects in multi-
layered pipes in service or production. The technique of guided waves
for oil and gas pipeline inspection is very attractive due to its high ef-
ficiency and low cost [7-14]. There are numerous torsional, longitudinal
and flexural modes propagating in pipes, which are designated by the
symbols T(0,m), L(O,m) and F(n, m) (n, m = 1, 2, ...), respectively
[15-17].

To inspect multilayered pipes using guided waves, it is of paramount
importance to investigate the excitation and propagation of transient
guided torsional waves in the pipes. Karpfinger et al. [18] studied the
Stoneley wave dispersion and attenuation propagation in cylindrical
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structures composed of fluid, elastic and poroelastic layers using the
spectral method. Aguiar et al. [19] carried out the dynamic analysis of
multilayered steel catenary risers using a novel, multilayered pipe beam
element model. Banerjee and Kundu [20] studied the elastic wave field
in multilayered nonplanar solid structures using a mesh-free semi--
analytical approach. Predoi [21] studied the dispersion of guided waves
in orthotropic multilayered pipes using a semi-analytical finite element
(SAFE) algorithm. Barshinger and Rose [22] studied the free guided
wave propagation in an elastic hollow cylinder coated with a visco-
elastic material.

To reduce the difficulty caused by multimodes and dispersion, a
single guided wave mode in a nondispersive region is often excited to
inspect pipes [23,24]. In recent years, guided torsional wave for a single
wall pipe inspection has received a lot of interest [25-31], as its prop-
agation characteristics are not affected by the presence of liquid in the
pipe. Moreover, it is easy to be excited and sensitive to circumferential
defects.

Numerical techniques such as the finite element method (FEM) and
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analytical techniques such as the eigenfunction expansion method
(EEM) are often used to study the excitation and propagation of transient
guided wave in pipes. The propagation of the transient wave in pipes
within an arbitrary section, as well as the interaction between them and
any defects can be simulated by the FEM. However, the transient exci-
tation of each guided wave mode cannot be simulated by the FEM. The
EEM cannot be used to study the interaction between guided waves and
defects. However, it can study the excitation and propagation of each
guided wave mode in a perfect pipe. The introduction of the EEM for
solving elastodynamic problems can be found in Ref. [32-34]. Tang and
his colleagues studied the transient torsional vibration responses of
finite, semi-infinite and infinite hollow cylinders [32] and the transient
wave propagation in liquid-filled pipe systems [34] using the EEM. Yin
and Yue [35] investigated the transient plane-strain response of multi-
layered elastic cylinders to axisymmetric impulses using the EEM.

In this paper, the eigenfunctions corresponding to a finite multilay-
ered pipe with traction-free lateral and end boundaries are obtained.
The exact analytical transient torsional response of the finite multilay-
ered pipe to external body forces is constructed using the EEM, based on
which approximate analytical transient torsional response of the pipe to
external surface forces is derived. Moreover, the analytical solution for
transient torsional guided wave propagation in the finite multilayered
pipe is extended explicitly and concisely to the infinite one. As an
example of the application of the theory presented here, the transient
torsional waves propagating in an Al-Cu bi-layered pipe is numerically
studied. The numerically evaluated analytical solution agrees very well
with that obtained using the FEM. The present solution can provide
some theoretical guidelines for the guided wave NDE of multilayered
pipes.

2. Statement of problem

A finite N-layered pipe of length 2L, as shown in Fig. 1, is considered.
We assume that each layer is an isotropic and homogeneous elastic body
denoted by Q; (i =1, 2, 3, ..., N). The inner and outer radius of the ith
layer are denoted by ri; and r;, respectively. The density and Lamé’s
second constant of the ith layer are p; and y;, respectively. The inner and
outer boundaries of the ith layer are denoted by X;; and %;, respectively.
The left and right boundaries of the ith layer are denoted by XL iand 2R i,
respectively. When the pipe is subjected to homogeneous, axisymmetric
torsional loads f(r, z, t), longitudinal and flexural waves cannot be
excited. Its motion is governed by

*ul(r,
L [uf(r,2,0)] + pfi(r,2,0) :pi% inQ; (i=1, 2, ..., N) (¢))
where
’ 19 1 &
Li:ﬂi(a?Jr;a*rj*@): (2)

We will determine the analytical solution to (1), which satisfies the
initial conditions

2L

Fig. 1. A finite N-layered pipe of length 2L.
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uy(r,2,0) = 0,1y(r,2,0) =0 3

and the boundary conditions

o —— (aa—lf— ué) . =s1(z,t), z € [-L, L] C)]
Ao =to(5=%)|  =sote0, zelL 1 ©)
o;9|r:ri =0, e =1, 2, o N=1, z€ [-L, L] (6)
wl,_, =w,l .i=12 - N-1 z€e[-L ] @)
o M| 01,2 - Nre [ro, T, (8)

i |z:iL = Hi oz )
z=%

where ¢ and af" are two stress components corresponding to the ith
layer, and sy and sg are the densities of the forces applied on its inner and
outer surfaces, respectively.

3. Torsional vibration eigenfunctions

The eigenvalue problem corresponding to Eqs. (1)-(8) is formulated
as

L[W(r,z,t)] + po*ul(r,z,t) = 0,r € [ro, ry], 2 € [-L, L] in & 9)
o uf
oy u —0zel-L L 10
:ul<0r r>r:r0 ,ZE[ i } ( )
ol uy
Ouy _ Uy —0ze-L L 11
ﬂN<ar 2)| =oserny an
ol =t =1 2~ N=1lze[-L, L] (12)
u?'r:rl = ufiJrl) r:n’i: 17 2" T N- 172 € [_L’ L] (13)
0
Wil _0i=1, 2 -« N, refr nl 14
0z 2==+L
Setting
uy = R(r)Z(2) (15)

then substituting Eq. (15) into Eq. (9), we have

Z"(2) + &%Z(z) = 0 (16)
R+ B0 (“’—22—52—12)1%@) =0in Q;, ()
r Cit r

where ¢ is the wave number, and

cr = \/%B = [by,bs, .., byl 1s)

Solving Eq. (16) under the end boundary condition, i.e., Eq. (14), we
obtain

(2) = AxcosEz

where

krm
&= A (19)
or
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. 2k +1
Zi(2) = Bysing; & = % (20)
where
Solving Eq. (17), we obtain
le(r) = CiZ: (ﬁikr) + Dy X1 (ﬂlkr) in Q;, (l: ].7 27 ceey N) (21)
where
B = nog. (22)
a‘zlk = C2T gkv( - ~, 27 R N)7 (23)
and
1, a3 >0

P = . 24

i {_1’ @ <0 (20

Z1 and Xj in Eq. (21) are the first order Bessel and Neumann func-
tions, respectively, when 1; = 1. Z; and X; are the first order modified
Bessel and Hankel functions, respectively, when 1; = —1. Substituting
Egs. (15) and (21) into Egs. (10)-(13), we obtain a system of 2N ho-
mogeneous equations in the constants Cyk and Dy (i = 1, 2, ..., N). A
necessary and sufficient condition for the existence of a solution is that
the determinant of coefficients must be equal to zero, namely,

|dij|2N><2N =0, (25)
where the expressions for dj are listed in Appendix A. Eq. (25) is the
dispersion equation of the torsional guided wave propagation in the

multilayered pipe. Solving Eq. (25), we obtain the values of @ (m, k =

1, 2, 3, ...) corresponding to each &.

In a word, the torsional vibration eigenfunctions can be formulated
as
W (1,2) = [CinkZr (Byuc?) + DirieXa (ByiT)]OSEZ 1 Qi (=1, 2, ..., N)

(26)

where & = or

u)  (r,2) = [ConcZ1 (ByiT) + DinicX1 (Bii?)JsiNE 2 in Q;, (i=1, 2, ..., N)

27)
where & = 21
4. Transient torsional wave propagation in the finite
multilayered pipe
The solution to (1) under (3)—(8) can be expressed as
Uy(r,z,t) = ul(r,2,t) + u(r,2,t) (28)

where u§(r, z,t) is the solution to (1) under (3)-(8) with si(z,t) = 0 and
so(z,t) = 0, and u4(r, 2, t) is the solution to (1) under (3)-(8) with f(r, z, £)
= 0. Thus, u§(r, z,t) is the transient response to the body force f(r, 2, t),
whereas uZ(r, 2z, t) is the transient response to the surface force si(z,t) and
so(z,t). According to a similar derivation given by Reismann [36],

Eringen and Suhubi [37], and Tang [33,34], we have

uf T' Z, t
¢ ZMmkwmk

/ @ (r )sma)mk(tr)dT:|U (r2), (29)

where

N
0 =3 [ptdulrafir.z0av. (30)
i= Q
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and

N L ry
My =21y / /pi\ufm(r,z){zrdrdz. (3D

)

Egs. (29)-(31) represent the exact transient torsional response of the
multilayered pipe to the body force. It is difficult to obtain the exact
analytical expression of u}(r, z,t). According to the method presented in
Ref. [34], the approximate expression of u}(r, z, t) can be obtained, and it
is formulated as

u(rzt =)

mk mk Dmk

/Qbk(r SN (t — )dr:| W, (r,2), (32)

where

Q) = [ty (r,2)s1(2,0)dS + [5 U (r,2)50(2,£)dS. (33).

Egs. (28), (29) and (32) represent the analytical transient torsional
response of the finite multilayered pipe to external body and surface
forces.

5. Transient torsional wave propagation in the infinite
multilayered pipe

Substituting Eq. (26) or (27) into Eq. (31), we have

M, = LM,":,’,(7 (34)

where

Mz, - / PiCinkZ (Bimg) + DinXs (B Prr 35)
1

From Egs. (19) and (20), we know that the interval between two
successive wave numbers is

Mg = ’L_’ (36)

Substitution of Eq. (36) into Eq. (34) gives

My = & 5 M°° 37)

Substituting Eq. (37) into Egs. (29) and (32) and using Eq. (28), we
have

Uy(r,2,t) = Zm%ka)k { / Q,,Lk(r)sinw,,g((t—r)drj| W, (r,z)A&,  (38)
mk mk™m

where

Quel®) :i / & (r2)fi (2, AV + / W (r,2)si(2, 0)dS

Py
+ /uf\,mk(r, 2)so(2,t)dS. (39)
2o

If the multilayered pipe is of infinite length, i.e., L — oo, the interval
between two successive wave numbers A&, approaches zero. Therefore,
the summation over the index k in (38) will be replaced by the integral
over the continuous wave numbers £. We have

uy(r,2z,t) = Z/;rMiwm [/Qn(r)sinwm(t—r)dr} u (r,z)d¢. (40)
™o " 0

Eq. (40) represents the analytical transient torsional response of the
infinite multilayered pipe.
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6. Numerical examples

In this section, the excitation and propagation of transient torsional
wave in a finite bi-layered pipe, as shown in Fig. 2, is numerically
studied as an example. The length of the pipe is 0.6 m; r(, r; and r, are
0.03 m, 0.035 m and 0.04 m, respectively. The inner pipe is made of
aluminum (Al). Its density is p; = 2.7 x 10 kg/m® and Lamé’s second
constant is u= 2.5 x 101 kg/m>. The outer pipe is made of copper (Cu).
Its density is pp = 8.9 x 10° kg/m® and Lamé’s second constant is 15 =
3.9 x 101% kg/m>.

6.1. Dispersion analysis

The dispersion equation corresponding to torsional waves propa-
gating in the bi-layered pipe can be obtained from Eq. (25) by setting N
= 2. Dispersion curves can be obtained by solving the dispersion equa-
tion. Figs. 3(a) and (b) show the phase and group velocity dispersion
curves corresponding to torsional waves in pipes, respectively. The blue
dash dot lines, red dash lines and black solid lines are corresponding to
torsional waves in the Al pipe, Cu pipe, and Al-Cu bi-layered pipe,
respectively. It is noted that the Al or Cu pipe has the same inner and
outer radius with the Al-Cu bi-layered pipe in the following discussion.

The first torsional wave mode T(0, 1) in a homogeneous pipe is
nondispersive across the whole frequency range, as shown in Fig. 3.
However, this mode in a bi-layered pipe is dispersive. Fig. 3 shows that T
(0, 1) mode has weak dispersion when the frequency is below 200 kHz,
and it seems to be nondispersive when the frequency is greater than 200
kHz. It is assumed that ¢y, cow, and cpi, are the phase velocities of the
mth order torsional mode at a given frequency fi in the Al, Cu and Al-Cu
bi-layered pipes, respectively. Fig. 3(a) shows that cow < oy < Chr
Fig. 3(b) shows that the group velocity of T(0, m) (m=2, 3, 4, ...) modes
is lower than that of T(0, 1) mode if the pipe is homogeneous. However,
the group velocity of T(0, m) (m =3, 4, 5, ...) modes may be greater than
that of T(0, 1) mode if the pipe is bi-layered. For example, T(0, 3) mode
around 400 kHz and T(0, 4) mode around 700 kHz have a greater group
velocity than T(0, 1) mode, as shown in Fig. 3(b).

6.2. Displacement distribution

Fig. 4 shows the eigendisplacement amplitude R,x(r) corresponding
to the first six modes as a function of r/r, when £h=6.1785, where

CinZn (PruT) + D1miXa (Brp?) I 1

Ruk(r) = {Clmkzl (BomiT) + DimicXa (BoeT) i Qg “1

The eigendisplacement amplitude of T(0, 1)mode, i.e., Rix(r) in-
creases with an increase in r/ry, as shown in Fig. 4(a). The eigendis-
placement distribution as a function of r/r in the inner Al pipe is distinct
from that in the outer Cu pipe for higher order torsional modes, as shown

Fig. 2. An Al-Cu bilyaered pipe of length 2L. The inner and outer radius of the
inner Al pipe are r( and ry, respectively. The inner and outer radius of the outer
Cu pipe are ry and r», respectively. The torsional surface force applied on the
outer surface is so(z, t) where -z; < 2 < 2. Receiving points A, B and C are
located on the inner surface, interface and outer surface, respectively.
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--—-- Al-Cu bilayered pipe (a)
0 T T T T T T T T T
0 200 400 600 800 1000
4
—— Cu pipe — = Al pipe

--—-- Al-Cu bilayered pipe

0 200 400 600 800
Frequency (kHz)

1000

Fig. 3. The phase and group velocity dispersion curves of the first sixth order
torsional waves in the Cu pipe, Al pipe and Al-Cu bilayered pipe. (a) Phase
velocity dispersion curves; (b) Group velocity dispersion curves.

in Figs. 4(b)-4(f). The variation of r has a strong influence on the
eigendisplacement of T(0, 2) mode in the outer Cu pipe. However, it has
a weak influence on that of the inner Al pipe, as shown in Fig. 4(b). It
seems that the eigendisplacement in the outer Cu pipe is a cosine
function of r/ry, and there are m/4 cycles, where m is the order of the
mode. The eigendisplacement in the inner Al pipe also seems like a
cosine function of r/rp. However, it has different cycles from that of the
outer Cu pipe.

6.3. Transient torsional waves excited by a surface force in the finite Al-
Cu bi-layered pipes

The axisymmetric torsional surface force is applied on the outer
surface of the finite bi-layered Al-Cu pipe, as shown in Fig. 2. A narrow
band signal consisting of eight cycles is used as the exciting signal. Thus,
so (2, t) shown in Fig. 2 can be formulated as

. 2zt
so(z,t) = Tosin(2xfot) {0.5 —0.5cos (—)} L ZE[—2, +2) (42)
8/fo

In the following calculation, the excitation center frequency fy is
chosen as 180 kHz,z; is set to 4 mm, and T is set to 108, It can be found
from Fig. 3(b) that only T(0,1) and T(0, 2) modes can be excited by this
surface force, whose frequency range is about 135 kHz ~ 225 kHz.
Substituting Eq. (42) into Egs. (32) and (33), we can obtain the transient
displacement corresponding to each torsional mode. Moreover, the total
transient displacement can be obtained from the superposition of all
modes excited.



C. Chen et al.

i

Mechanics Research Communications 143 (2025) 104361

1.00

0.959

0.901

0.859

0.801

T(0, 1)

0.75
00

0.954

0.90

0.85

0.80-

0.75

1.00

0.95

0.90-

0.85

0.80-

(e)

2 08 04 00 04 08 12

Normalized Rk (a.u.)

-1.2

Fig. 4. Eigendisplacement amplitude R,(r) corresponding to the first sixth modes as a function of r/r, when ¢h=6.1785. (a) T(0, 1); (a) T(0, 2); (a) T(0, 3); (a) T(O,

4); (a) T(O, 5); (a) T(O, 6).
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Fig. 5. The transient displacements of T(0, 1) (a) and T(0, 2) (b) modes, and the
total transient displacement (c) received at the point A on the inner surface of
the Al-Cu bilayered pipe. The solid and dot lines in (c) are computed by
eigenfunction expansion method (EEM) and finite element method (FEM),
respectively. The external axisymmetric torsional force is applied on the outer
surface of the pipe, and the width of the force is 2z;. The distance between the
center of the force and the receiving point is 0. 15 m.
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Fig. 6. The transient displacements of T(0, 1) (a) and T(0, 2) (b) modes, and the
total transient displacement (c) received at the point B on the interface of the
Al-Cu bilayered pipe. The solid and dot lines in (c) are computed by eigen-
function expansion method (EEM) and finite element method (FEM), respec-
tively. The external axisymmetric torsional force is applied on the outer surface
of the pipe, and the width of the force is 2z;. The distance between the center of
the force and the receiving point is 0. 15 m.
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Fig. 7. The transient displacements of T(0, 1) (a) and T(0, 2) (b) modes, and the
total transient displacement (c) received at the point C on the outer surface of
the Al-Cu bilayered pipe. The solid and dot lines in (c) are computed by
eigenfunction expansion method (EEM) and finite element method (FEM),
respectively. The external axisymmetric torsional force is applied on the outer
surface of the pipe, and the width of the force is 2z;. The distance between the
center of the force and the receiving point is 0. 15 m.

The receiving points A, B and C are located on the inner surface,
interface and outer surface of the Al-Cu bi-layered pipe, respectively, as
shown in Fig. 2. The axial distance between the center of the surface
force and the receiving points is 0.15 m. Figs. 5(a) and (b) show the
transient torsional displacements of T(0, 1) and T(0, 2) received at point
A on the inner surface, respectively. Fig. 3 shows that T(0, 1) mode has a
very weak dispersion; however, mode T(0, 2) has a strong dispersion

Mechanics Research Communications 143 (2025) 104361

around 180 kHz. Therefore, it seems that the waveform of T(0, 1) mode
has no distortion during the propagation, as shown in Fig. 5(a). How-
ever, the waveform of T(0, 2) mode has great distortion, as shown in
Fig. 5(b). The wave package P1 in Fig. 5(a) is directly received. The
wave packages P2 and P3 are reflected from the right and left bound-
aries, respectively. Furthermore, comparing Fig. 5(b) with Fig. 5(a), we
know that the mode T(0, 2) is the dominant mode in the transient
torsional displacement, received from the point located on the inner
surface of the Al-Cu bi-layered pipe. This agrees with the result shown in
Figs. 4(a) and 4(b). The solid line in Fig. 5(c) is the total transient
torsional displacement, which is obtained from the superposition of T(0,
1) mode in Fig. 5(a) and T(0, 2) mode in Fig. 5(b). The point line in Fig. 5
(c) is obtained by the FEM.

Figs. 6(a) and 6(b) show the transient torsional displacements of T(0,
1) and T(0, 2) at point B on the interface of the Al-Cu bi-layered pipe
obtained using the EEM, respectively. Figs. 7(a) and 7(b) show those of T
(0, 1) and T(O, 2) at point C on the outer surface of the bi-layered pipe
obtained using the EEM, respectively. The solid lines in Figs. 6(c) and 7
(c) are the total transient torsional displacement at points B and C ob-
tained using the EEM, respectively. They are obtained from the super-
position of T(0, 1) and T(0, 2) modes. The point lines in Figs. 6(c) and 7
(c) are the transient torsional displacement at points B and C obtained
using the FEM, respectively. Figs. 6(c) and 7(c) show that the results
obtained by the EEM and FEM agree very well.

In the FEM simulation, the commercial finite element software called
Abaqus is used. Eight-node solid elements are employed. The element
size along the z-axis is 0.3 mm. There are 30 and 600 elements along the
r and 0 axes, respectively. The time-step is 0.02 ps in the explicit algo-
rithm. It is found that the results obtained by the EEM and FEM agree
very well. On our Intel Xeon E5-2620x2 workstation, to produce the
results shown in Figs. 5(c), 6(c) and 7(c), the FEM took about five hours,
and the EEM took less than two minutes. In addition, 24 threads were
employed in the FEM simulation, whereas only one thread was used by
the EEM. Therefore, compared with the FEM simulation, the solution
obtained using the EEM can be numerically evaluated with a higher
computational efficiency.

7. Conclusions

In this study, the excitation and propagation of transient torsional
guided waves in a multilayered pipe is investigated. The analytical so-
lution of the elastodynamic response of the finite and infinite multi-
layered pipes to body forces is derived by the EEM. Moreover, the
approximate analytical solution of the elastodynamic response of these
pipes to surface forces is obtained. The form of the solution presented
here is concise. Compared with the FEM, the theory presented here has
two main advantages. Firstly, the influence of external forces on the
excitation of each torsional guided wave mode can be quantitatively
analyzed. It is very important in the determination of the mode and
frequency band used to inspect the pipe. Secondly, the solution obtained
using the EEM can be numerically evaluated with high computational
efficiency. Therefore, the theory presented here is far more efficient than
the FEM when simulating the torsional wave propagation in multilay-
ered pipe. In practice, the solution obtained using the EEM can be used
to determine the mode and frequency band for the pipe inspection. The
FEM can be used to study the interaction between the guided wave and
the defects in pipes.
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Appendix A

The formulation of dj in Eq. 25 is as follows:

d

oy

, 1
1= b {Vl (B110) 7ﬂ—V1 (/}lro):|

170

, 1
diz = iy {Wl (frr0) —7—W1 (/31r0)}
B

o
diz = =dyom =0
dy = Vi(pin)
dyy = Wi (Bim1)
dy3 = —Vi(fy11)
dag = —W1(Byr1)

dos = -+ = dyay) = 0

, 1
ds1 = iy iy |:V1 (Brr1) —mvl (P11 )]

, 1
dsy = iy iy {Wl ($1m1) —Ewl (/ﬁrl)}

, 1
ds3 = —iyfy {Vl (o) — /EVI (ﬁzrl)}

, 1
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diiy = - = diyi2) =0
, 1
doiryei-y = b | Vi (Bir) — V1 (Bi1)
Piri

, 1
deisnyen = Hibi {Wl (Biri) — EWl (ﬁiri):|

Vilfiar)]

, 1
deineict) = —HiBin {Vl (Brati) e
ir1Ti
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V; and Wj in Egs. (A.1)-(A.38) are the first order Bessel and Neumann functions, respectively, when n; = 1. V; and W are the first order modified

Bessel and Hankel functions, respectively, when n; = —1.
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